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McDONALD, Judge. 

 The juvenile court terminated LaShawna’s rights in her three children 

pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.116(1)(a), (e), and (f) (2018).  LaShawna timely 

filed this appeal.  We review termination-of-parental-rights proceedings de novo.  

See In re A.M., 843 N.W.2d 100, 110 (Iowa 2014).  

 LaShawna challenges the sufficiency of the evidence supporting the 

juvenile court’s finding she consented to termination of her parental rights.  See 

Iowa Code § 232.116(1)(a).  On appeal, she argues her consent was not 

voluntarily or intelligently given.  However, she did not raise this issue in the 

juvenile court by way of motion or any other manner.  As a result, her claim is not 

preserved for appellate review, which she concedes.  See In re A.B., 815 N.W.2d 

764, 773 (Iowa 2012) (“[T]he general rule that appellate arguments must first be 

raised in the trial court applies to . . . termination of parental rights cases.”); In re 

A.C.-B., No. 16-0106, 2016 WL 1366865, at *2 (Iowa Ct. App. Apr. 6, 2016) (“The 

proper method to preserve error is to file a motion for new trial under Iowa Rule of 

Civil Procedure 1.1004(7) or to file a petition pursuant to rule 1.1013.” (citation 

omitted)).  As such, we do not reach the merits of the claim. 

 LaShawna also argues termination was not required as to one child 

because the child was in the care of a relative.  See Iowa Code § 232.116(3)(a).  

However, LaShawna never argued this exception to termination applied in the 

juvenile court, and error is not preserved on this issue either, which she also 

concedes.  See A.B., 815 N.W.2d at 773. 

 Because error was not preserved for any of LaShawna’s claims, we affirm 

the termination of LaShawna’s parental rights, pursuant to Iowa Code section 
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232.116(1)(a).  See id. at 774 (“When the juvenile court terminates parental rights 

on more than one statutory ground, we may affirm the juvenile court’s order on any 

ground we find supported by the record.”).  

 AFFIRMED. 

 

 

 

 

 


